Transcript: Let’s Talk About Voting!
[Grace Hart, ACB]
Hello, everyone, and welcome to the ACB Advocacy Update Podcast. This is Grace Hart, the Operations Administrator for Advocacy and Accessibility here at the American Council of the Blind. We've got a great episode for you today, but first, we always like to start by letting our listeners know that if you ever have any advocacy needs, please reach out to us at advocacy@acb.org. With that, we have a couple of phenomenal disability advocates with us here today. So, starting with Stephanie, and then followed by Cameron, can you both please introduce yourselves, your organizations, and tell us a little bit about NCAV?
 
[Stephanie Flynt-McEben, NDRN]
Yeah, sure. Um, hi, uh, so great to be with y'all again, um, great to be a recurring guest. Um, I'm Stephanie Flynt-McEben, I am NDRN's Public Policy Analyst, um, the National Disability Rights Network's Public Policy Analyst, and I work on, um, voting rights issues as a part of my portfolio. I also, um, am the National Coalition on Accessible Voting's Legislative Committee Chair, and so I've been, um, helping with a lot of those efforts, but Cameron has also been a superstar with helping with so many of our legislative efforts that y'all are going to hear about later today. So, I'll kick it over to Cameron to introduce herself.
 
[Cameron Lynch, ASAN]
Hi, um, thanks for having me today. My name is Cameron Lynch. I'm a policy analyst at the Autistic Self-Advocacy Network. Um, my areas of expertise are education, civil rights, and technology, so… voting rights kind of fits right in in that area. Um, I have been working with Stephanie and a lot of other people on the… on NCAV to, um, make sure that our voting rights are protected as disabled people and ensuring that a lot of these um, harmful bills or other policies don't get implemented, and we remain, um, able to vote.
 
[Grace Hart, ACB]
Amazing. Thank you both for being here today. Now, I don't know about our listeners, but voting and voting rights have certainly been on my mind lately. Um, we've got midterms coming up in, uh, the fall, and there are also various bills in court cases that have gotten attention in the news recently, and we're gonna touch on a few of them today. Um, so let's start with the SAVE Act. Can you please give us a brief overview of the SAVE Act?
 
[Cameron Lynch, ASAN]
Yeah, so the SAVE Act was a bill that was proposed in front of Congress, um, it, thankfully, is a dead bill at this point in time. Um, it proposed to require proof of citizenship in order to register to vote. So that includes requiring a driver's, uh, driver's license in addition to um, a passport or a, uh birth certificate. So, we were very concerned about this, um, legislation, and a lot of our advocates in the civil rights communities and allies were also very concerned as well. Um, so… what we could… we're concerned about on the, um, disability side specifically was how difficult it would be for individuals to register to vote. It required that individuals would have to go to the physical um, election office to register to vote. And we know that a lot of times these buildings are not physically accessible, the transportation there isn't accessible, there's a lot of issues that can come up when requiring someone to vote or to register to vote in person. Um, we also know that there's a disproportionate amount of individuals with disabilities who do not have a passport or a copy of their birth certificate. Um, this is due to systematic barriers that are in place that make it harder to obtain these documents. So, we were, um, afraid that it was going to have a pretty massive disenfranchising effect on the disability community. Um, and so we… this was a big priority of ours when we were doing advocacy in the last couple months to try and stop this bill. Thankfully, it has been stopped for now, um, but we can touch more on the future later on.
 
[Grace Hart, ACB]
That was a stellar overview, thank you so much. Stephanie, anything to add, or should we move on to the next question?
 
[Stephanie Flynt-McEben, NDRN]
I literally was gonna say, I have absolutely nothing to add. I… I was, like, thinking, I'm like, what did Cameron not cover? And I'm like, Cameron covered, like, all the things. So, yeah.
 
[Cameron Lynch, ASAN]
I've been practicing my elevator pitch for a couple months now, so…
 
[Stephanie Flynt-McEben, NDRN]
Fair enough, which happens as it does when we're advocating for various things.
 
[Grace Hart, ACB]
Yes. All right, well then, let's move on. Um, can you tell us a little bit about some of the work that NCAV has done to oppose the SAVE Act?
 
[Stephanie Flynt-McEben, NDRN]
Yeah, so I can speak a little bit in terms of some of the logistical work that's been done, um, but Cameron has also been incredibly deep in the trench… in the trenches of of the work that the National Coalition on Accessible Voting, um, has been doing. Um, so we've been, um, you know, when it came to advocating for Um, you know, or… what have you, um… so sorry. When it came to advocating for the SAVE Act, um, we started to, um, we started to figure out individuals, um, on the committees that we should be targeting individuals, uh, Republican individuals when it comes to, making sure that individuals were informed on those issues, and so the National Coalition on Accessible Voting Um, jumped in and began to, um, and Cameron actually did a whole lot of the scheduling and coordinating here, um, for, uh, meetings for, um, the National Coalition on Accessible Voting with various Republican offices. Um, and so, yeah, those were a lot of the various, um, you know, uh things that have been done in terms of advocacy around the SAVE Act, but I will yield to Cameron in case I've missed anything.
 
[Cameron Lynch, ASAN]
No, thank you. Um… a lot of the work we did was talking to, um, Democrat offices as well, trying to encourage them to continue to oppose the SAVE Act, because it's basically to pass the SAVE Act needed a 60-vote threshold, which meant that none of the… Democrats could really change their mind. Um, we even had a few Republicans who were opposed to the bill as well. Um, and so what that entailed was meeting with staffers, um, and speaking at rallies, and, um, producing materials, and encouraging our advocates to speak to their senators about the impacts this would have on their ability to vote. Um, I think really what started this whole campaign as well is when looking at all of the resources that other civil rights groups were putting out, or other Hill offices, the conversation around the SAVE Act did not include individuals with disabilities. It did not touch on how this would be a huge disenfranchising, um, bill for individuals who vote by mail, or who, um, rely on assistance to vote or to register to vote. And so, I think a lot of it came down to, um, us trying to introduce the concept of um, voting accessibility, and the importance of um, ensuring that there are accessibility of poll places and voting administrative offices. In order to, um, register to vote and how this bill would really impact that. And a lot of the offices that we talked to, um, had not considered the impacts that it would have on the disabled community. So, I think that was also a big part of our work, was education for a lot of these policy makers of, Um, how, you know, if you consider the impacts on women whose name… last names might have changed, or, um, individuals who don't have, um, a birth certificate or immigrant communities, who are our citizens, but don't have birth certificates or passports. I think a lot of the conversations were excluding people with disabilities. So that was another big part of our, um, movement on this.
 
[Grace Hart, ACB]
That sounds like an absolute marathon of advocacy work.
 
[Cameron Lynch, ASAN]
Yes, it was… it was a lot at times.
 
[Grace Hart, ACB]
Yeah. Um, now, as Cameron mentioned, uh… the SAVE Act is a dead bill that will not, uh… be passed as is, but do you think… um, it's likely that the provisions in the SAVE Act will pop up in other places.
 
[Cameron Lynch, ASAN]
Um, I think it's a pretty safe bet to say that it will in some form. We know that the SAVE Act and all of its um, sister bills or, you know, there's been a bunch of different versions at this point. Um, it's a priority of this administration, so I think it will continue to pop up. Um, and we'll continue our advocacy to make sure that it doesn't… Um, become law. I also have heard some rumblings of a Reconciliation 3.0 that could include some provisions of the SAVE Act. Um, there were some of these provisions in proposed in Reconciliation 1 last summer, and it didn't pass. It didn't end up going through. So, hopefully, that remains the case, but it's something that we're looking out for.
 
[Stephanie Flynt-McEben, NDRN]
Yeah, and you know, to go off of Cameron's point, you know, in getting a temperature check on you know, on whether or not those provisions, um, would be included in a reconciliation. You know, I'm definitely in agreement in the sense that I do not think that, you know, a reconciliation or another reconciliation is going to end up passing. If it, um, you know, if it includes different provisions of the SAVE Act, probably, you know, for various reasons, Um, that it has been opposed by individuals on both sides of the aisle.
 
[Grace Hart, ACB]
That was an excellent overview. Thank you both. Um, that kind of covered a bit of the legislative side. So let's move on to the judicial side of, uh, voting and voting rights. So, could you please give a brief overview? Because we don't have a lot of time. Uh, of the recent Supreme Court decision regarding the Voting Rights Act.
 
[Cameron Lynch, ASAN]
Yeah, so the, um… Supreme Court made a decision a couple weeks ago about the case of Louisiana v. Callais. And this, um… court case was about making sure that states treat voters of color fairly, and followed along with the provisions of the Voting Rights Act. Um, the decision ended up taking down part of the, um, Voting Rights Act, Section 2, and it now makes it harder for people to sue their states or their municipalities for unfairly drawn election maps, or gerrymandered maps. Um, this, in turn, disproportionately impacts Black communities. Um, who are normally subject to these, um, redistricting efforts. And so, we've seen already that states are sort of taking the opportunity provided to them to gerrymander maps now before the 2026 midterm elections, so it's something that we are watching and, um, hoping to continue advocacy.
 
[Grace Hart, ACB]
Thank you so much for that, uh… That excellent overview, Cameron. You should… This is, um… Oh, I was gonna try and make a joke about, like… Don't quit your day job because you're so good at… your day… it just didn't work. It didn't… it didn't materialize.
 
[Stephanie Flynt-McEben, NDRN]
I mean, you did get the pun in about jobs and working, it's almost like making a, you know, joke about unemployment, but that doesn't work. I don't know, I got the joke, Grace, I got the joke.
 
[Grace Hart, ACB]
Okay, I will leave. I will leave any, uh, humor to Stephanie and Claire, I'll put it… leave it there. Um, so let's move on to, kind of, voting in general. Can we talk a little bit about, um, which laws govern the accessibility of voting?
 
[Cameron Lynch, ASAN]
Yeah, there are a couple of really important and groundbreaking laws that protect um, voters with disabilities, and make sure everyone has the right to vote. Some of the big ones are the Americans with Disabilities Act, the ADA, we all know it and love it. There's also the Help America Vote Act, or HAVA, which was passed in 2002. Um, and basically… Um, I think I'm jumping ahead a little bit, but these laws um, make sure that individuals have the right to vote in private. Um, they also make sure that the polling places themselves are accessible, um, and have voting machines for voters with disabilities that are accessible, um, it also allows for voters to seek help from coworkers. Um, when using an accessible voting machine, and it also allows you to bring someone to help you vote. Um, it also provides some provisions for states, um, so states are able to offer curbside voting. Um, which basically ensures that you can vote from your car, if that's something that's accessible to you. Um, and also, it allows many states to allow, um, people with disabilities to vote by mail. So those are some… some of the key highlights.
 
[Stephanie Flynt-McEben, NDRN]
Yeah, and you know, Cameron, I really appreciate you, like, obviously, we're talking a lot about the voting rights laws here. Um, but, you know, something that you hit on when we were talking about, um, the voting rights laws is, you know, the voting experience, particularly around voting machines. Um, I know a lot of the listeners of the ACB Advocacy Update are blind folks, I'm also a blind person, so, you know, in terms of sharing that perspective, But, you know, just even, you know, the reminder that, um, you know, under HAVA, individuals Um, sorry, not individuals, but polling places are required to have at least one fully accessible voting machine. And I know for me, like, when I wasn't really in, you know, like, I wasn't always aware that this was the thing, right? Like, I knew that I had the rights, but you have the rights to those accommodations as prescribed. So, I don't know, if somebody needed to hear that PSA, you've got it today, but just really wanted to home in on that point, um, you know, for folks.
 
[Grace Hart, ACB]
I love that. Thank you, Stephanie. That is such an important thing to remember. Um, I might jump ahead a little bit to, uh, a question. Because we are talking about, um, the various ways that… uh… these laws can make polling places accessible. So what should people do if they go to vote in their polling place is not accessible?
 
[Stephanie Flynt-McEben, NDRN]
So, what I… I mean, I'm from the National Disability Rights Network, so what I'm gonna tell you to do is to contact your state protection and advocacy agency. Um, we have a Find Your P&A tab on our website, and I'm sure we could probably link it in the show notes for folks. Um, or what have you, or I can get you connected by email. There's also, um, the Election Protection Hotlines are also really, really good, um, avenues, and I know that a lot of disability rights organizations, um, you know, make sure to send those hotlines around to members. Um, you know, so that individuals can report any issues that they have voting. Um, but yeah, those are some things that I would definitely say, um, in terms of, you know, um, if you do have any issues accessing the polling place, if you have issues um, with, you know, any sort of, you know, any of those things. So, that would be, that would be my first plug, but… I'll yield to Cameron in case she has any other thoughts.
 
[Cameron Lynch, ASAN]
Yeah, so I have, uh, one flag that I want to include. It's also super important to file complaints with federal and state agencies, so if you run into barriers with voting, um, please file that with the Department of Justice, um, their civil rights complaint portal is on their website. Um, you can also call the ADA information line, and they can provide you some information. Um, it's really important that we continue to see complaints coming in through those
 
[Stephanie Flynt-McEben, NDRN]
Mm-hmm.
 
[Cameron Lynch, ASAN]
portals, because, um, you know, we know that civil rights abuses are still happening. Um, the Department of Justice Civil Rights Division is severely understaffed at this point. But we still want to make sure that there's a record of these violations happening. Um, it's also… I'm speaking so much on this, because I used to be in the Civil Rights Division of the Department of Justice. Um, but it's also super important to be able to highlight, um, municipalities or voting districts that have continued, um, civil rights violations. So, entering those into the portal is a really good um, step, uh, you won't always hear back from them, which is the frustrating part, um, but it's important to have a record of those violations as well.
 
[Stephanie Flynt-McEben, NDRN]
And also, just kind of another note on that, just kind of really, really, really want to emphasize Cameron's point here on making sure to file, um, complaints. Um, you know, I know that it gets burdensome as a disabled person, like, going through and filing them, and filing, you know, different complaints when it comes to various, um, discrimination that you may be facing, but I promise you, they make more of a difference than you realize, and if they are not hearing us, because we were saying, oh, what's the point of filing complaints? Then we're not going to have our voice heard, period, end of sentence. So, again, just really want to underscore that importance, for sure.
 
[Grace Hart, ACB]
Yes, so important. And listeners, if you are… facing an inaccessible polling place, and do you think in the back of your mind, hmm, I was just listening to an ACB advocacy update podcast, and they told me to do something, but I can't remember what it was. This is your opportunity to email advocacy@acb.org, and we can connect you with the resources that Stephanie and Cameron just mentioned. So that you can, um Make your voice heard. Um, I will, uh… round out our discussion with our last question, which is, why is it important to vote in every election?
 
[Cameron Lynch, ASAN]
Um, I think the motto of, you know, nothing about us without us. I think not having a say in the elections. Um, really is harmful to… policies that impact disabled people, um… I think it's important to vote in every election, even if it's seems like a small election, because that's your opportunity to have a say in your life. And the government. Um… Also, they give really fun stickers, normally, or, um, there's… sometimes they have snacks or something. So, that's also a plus, but… Even if it is a really burdensome or, um, you know, is really difficult. It's important to, um… Exercise your civic duty and, um, they've tried to make it as hard as possible for us to vote, so we need to make sure we show out and show up… with our voices.
 
[Stephanie Flynt-McEben, NDRN]
Amen to that. I honestly was, like, going to literally say the, like, not obviously the exact same thing, but the first thing that came into my head is nothing about us without us. And, like, we've got to show up to the polls at that point, right? Like, we need to make sure that we're doing what we can do in order to make sure that our voices are heard. Um, even if it doesn't feel like they're being heard. You know, they are. You know, you're… I hate saying your vote is your voice, because everybody hates me whenever I say it, but, like, really and truly, in this way, it kinda is. I mean, well, it totally is. But… but anywho. And yeah, hello, stickers, cute snacks. Um, I can tell you that… The highlight of voting in the 2020 election was my guide dog, Nala, got an I Voted sticker. And so she had that on her harness for, like, 2 months, and so… You know, if anything, do it for the stickers and the snacks. No, but seriously, voting is so, so important, and… you know, making sure that you are being, um, you know, an informed voter, and, um, you know, learning about what's going on in your community. I mean, truthfully, especially in small community elections, you literally have individuals who might, you know, be… within a couple of votes of each other. So you could genuinely be a deciding vote, so I promise you, your vote matters more than you may ever see.
 
[Grace Hart, ACB]
Yes, I love that. I was a huge fan, I still am, of the West Wing growing up, and one of the, uh… one of the lines that always has stuck with me is, decisions are made by those who show up.
 
[Stephanie Flynt-McEben, NDRN]
Yes!
 
[Grace Hart, ACB]
And so, I love that nothing about us without us. Um, kind of attitude towards voting. Um, Stephanie and Cameron, thank you so, so much for joining me today. I want to remind… oh, go ahead.
 
[Stephanie Flynt-McEben, NDRN]
Oh my gosh. I was just gonna say, thank y'all for having us, and if folks want to learn more about the National Coalition on Accessible Voting, of which ACB's a member, feel free to go to NCAVOTE.org, and I'm sure we could probably get that. I'm assuming that there's a show notes document, I don't know why I've just been assuming, but… we can make sure you have it.
 
[Grace Hart, ACB]
Yes.
 
[Cameron Lynch, ASAN]
Yes, and I'll just plug real quick on the, um, autistic self-advocacy Network website. It's autisticadvocacy.org. We have a lot of amazing plain language and easy-read toolkits on voting, um, helps you register to vote, tell you where to go. Um, so please feel free to check out that website.
 
[Grace Hart, ACB] 
Amazing. Thank you both so much. Um, once again, I will remind our listeners to reach out to advocacy@acb.org for any advocacy needs. And with that, Stephanie and Cameron, we always like to end our program by encouraging our listeners to keep advocating.
 
[Stephanie Flynt-McEben, NDRN]
I love it.

