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[Claire Stanley, ACB] 
Hi everybody, welcome back to another episode of the ACB Advocacy Update. This is Claire Stanley, the Director of Advocacy and Governmental Affairs here at ACB. Um, I don't want to talk much business, because today is going to be a really fun episode, but I always like to put out there that if you have any advocacy needs, remember you can reach out to us here at ACB by emailing us at advocacy@acb.org, and we will help in any way we can. Um, but no more formalities today. We are gonna have a really fun episode today, although our episodes are always fun, so I should put that out there. But today, you guys get to meet one of our new staff members, who is part of our advocacy team. I feel like we should come up with a name for the four of us, you guys, like, the four… Musketeers, I don't know. We'll work on it. But, to introduce our new staff member, including the rest of the four Musketeers, Um, let's jump in. So, before we introduce our new legal counsel, let's, um, make sure you guys remember the other awesome members of our four-person team. Kolby, do you want to introduce yourself, just in case people don't recognize your voice?

[Kolby Garrison, ACB] 
Absolutely! Hello, everyone! I am Kolby Garrison. Accessibility, Consulting and Compliance Services Coordinator for ACB, happy to be here!

[Claire Stanley, ACB] 
I think Kolby wins for the longest title. And Grace?

[Grace Hart, ACB]
Hi everybody, this is Grace Hart, your Operations Administrator for Advocacy and Accessibility here at ACB.

[Claire Stanley, ACB]
And she comes in a quick second with the longest title.

[Kolby Garrison, ACB] 
I know, now I'm, like, trying to count on my fingers how many words there are… to the final

[Claire Stanley, ACB] 
Uh, well, Grace, Kolby, and I are really excited to welcome the newest member to the advocacy team. Um, the four musketeers, again, I'll come up with a better term. Um, but…

[Kolby Garrison, ACB]
Oh, four Musketeers.

[Claire Stanley, ACB] 
Yeah, four Musketeers. Um, but we are really excited. Many of you should have heard Um, that ACB was fortunate to bring on legal counsel, who will be helping us in the advocacy work we do. Um, we always say at ACB, we train… we try not to let litigation be our, you know, go-to for all of our advocacy, but sometimes it has to happen. And so we're really excited to have legal counsel on staff to help us in the advocacy we do. Um, so Brian, do you want to introduce yourself to everybody?

[Brian Kempfer] 
Hello, my name's Brian Kempfer, and I am legal counsel at the American Council of the Blind.

[Claire Stanley, ACB] 
Awesome. Well, welcome, Brian. We're excited to have you. Um, so, well, we just have some fun questions we thought we'd throw at Brian. Nothing too… too, um, personal or scary, I promise. Um, but let's start you, our legal counsel, so you are an attorney. Where did you go to law school, Brian?

[Brian Kempfer] 
Um, I went to law school at the University of Michigan.

[Claire Stanley, ACB] 
Does that mean we have to shout, go blue?

[Brian Kempfer] 
I mean, we're supposed to, so good on reminding me. Go Blue. But I have to… to… As a disclaimer, I have worked with people who went to… Ohio State, so I am able to work across, uh, lines of disagreement. So, very important.

[Claire Stanley, ACB]
I think that's… I think that's a good skill for an attorney, so I like it.

[Brian Kempfer] 
to have that skill. Yes.

[Grace Hart, ACB] 
That's awesome. Uh, Brian, where did you work prior to ACB?

[Brian Kempfer] 
Uh, so before joining ACB, I worked at an international law firm called Covington & Burling here in… here in the district. Um, and while I was there, I… did, uh, civil litigation, um, where we… I was mostly on the plaintiff's side, uh, suing, uh, insurance companies and others. Uh, to enforce contract rights, um, and I also did, uh, white-collar investigations.

[Kolby Garrison, ACB]
And Brian, what is your experience with disability law?

[Brian Kempfer]
So, um, I kept a pretty, uh… active pro bono practice while I was at Covington, so I took on several ADA enforcement cases while I was there. Um, and even before I joined Covington, um, I… Um, while I was still in law school, I, um, interned at DOJ Civil Rights and their disability rights section, where I got to help enforce most of the major titles of the ADA while I was there. Um, and I also worked on, uh, the civil rights litigation Clearinghouse, where we collected and summarized cases, uh, for advocates and… pro bono litigators, um, to provide greater access to court documents.

[Kolby Garrison, ACB] 
I love that.

[Claire Stanley, ACB] 
That's great. So, to kind of build off of that, Um, what case have you worked on in the past that you're most proud of or most excited about?

[Brian Kempfer] 
I'd say my favorite case that I've done, um, is a team of lawyers from Covington and I worked with Disability Rights Michigan, Um, local council, and the Washington Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights, Uh, to represent a class of deaf and hard of hearing prisoners, Uh, in Michigan state prisons that were being denied, um, effective communication. They weren't, um, they weren't being given access to video phones to communicate with their friends and family outside of prison. They weren't being… didn't… they were being denied a, um… aids and services for, um, disciplinary hearings, and some of them were getting disciplined for not following instructions that they couldn't hear. And we were able to, uh, represent them both to when in court, and also… Um, I… I helped lead up the team that ensured compliance with the final agree… terms of the settlement agreement and court orders. Um, after… after… after we won in court.

[Claire Stanley, ACB] 
That's awesome. So when we win cases, then we have to make sure that they are actually carrying out what's been ordered we can count on Brian.

[Brian Kempfer]
Yes, got a lot of experience doing that.

[Grace Hart, ACB]
That's so cool. I'm such a legal nerd, so I could listen to you talk about that all day. Um, but to bring it a little bit, uh… Back in the day, I will say, um… I… my understanding is that you won an ACB affiliate scholarship?

[Brian Kempfer] 
I did. This is back when… in undergrad, um, when… when I was at Bowling Green State University in northwest Ohio. Um, and I won a scholarship from the American Council of the Blind of Ohio, um, for… Uh, and as part… as part of… as part of the scholarship, it was… it was fun. I got to go to ACBO's convention, um, and… and attend, and that was my first time, uh, attending an official ACB event. At least as far as I can remember.

[Claire Stanley, ACB] 
I love that. I don't know if I told you, Brian, but my first ACB national convention was because I won a scholarship, so maybe that's how a lot of ACB staff start. We win scholarships, and we get connected.

[Brian Kempfer] 
It's a good way to start. It's a good way to start.

[Claire Stanley, ACB] 
Yeah.

[Kolby Garrison, ACB] 
Well, uh, we've been talking about work for most of… since the interview, I guess, with you started. So, I'm gonna deviate from that a little bit. What are some of your hobbies?

[Brian Kempfer] 
Um, I love reading. I read a lot. Um… I'm a big… I'm a big audiobook person, so I listen to…

[Kolby Garrison, ACB] 
Yay!

[Brian Kempfer] 
A lot of audiobooks from the National Library Service and Audible, Um, I… I… I… I try to read broadly, but I'd say Um, one of… one of my proudest accomplishments in law school is I was a founding member of our sci-fi fantasy book club. So, um, and I was also a president of the book club, um, the second president. Um, so it was, uh, it was a lot of… fun. I really, I really get into sci-fi fantasy, but I also like detective fiction and… My undergrad was in history, so I read a lot of history, too.

[Claire Stanley, ACB] 
Okay, so I have a follow-up question. I always find it fascinating, people's preferences. You said you use NLS and Audible. Do you prefer, like, NLS, the computer voice reading it too, or do you like, like, the actor narrator. Do you have a preference?

[Brian Kempfer] 
I prefer the actors most of the time. Um, it depends, it depends on the narrator and the type of book. Sometimes, if it's more technical,

[Claire Stanley, ACB] 
Mm-hmm.

[Brian Kempfer] 
I'll prefer the computer voice, but that's… I tend to not really have a choice, because a lot of those books I get through, like, Bookshare.

[Claire Stanley, ACB] 
Yeah.

[Brian Kempfer] 
Um, there's… there's not… there's just not a narrated version of those.

[Claire Stanley, ACB] 
Absolutely, yeah. Um, so I think you already said it, but just to, you know, remind our members, um, where are you located? And then I'll add to that, where are you originally from? Which I think you kind of implied, but Where did Brian grow up, and where does he live now?

[Brian Kempfer] 
Um, so to answer the questions in the order, um, so right now, I'm in the District of Columbia. Um, Washington, D.C. Uh, uh, no taxation without representation. I think we have to say that, um, for, for, for folks that aren't aware, uh, DC… pays federal taxes, but doesn't have, uh, voting members of Congress. Uh, which is something that we've been trying to fix for a while here. Um, but…

[Claire Stanley, ACB] 
You guys just elected a new delegate, though, a new one came… was just elected, so…

[Brian Kempfer]
Well, we, we elected, uh, we did primaries, um, but…

[Claire Stanley, ACB] 
Okay, gotcha.

[Brian Kempfer] 
Yeah, yeah, the primary gist wrapped up, and then… Um, uh, usually for… DC is in a lot of places. The primary is… the people who win the primaries tend to win the general too, but we do still need to have the election. Um, but, uh, to answer your second question, um, I'm originally from Ohio, Um, not the same part of Ohio that Grace is from, though. I'm from the… I'm from kind of the opposite corner of the state, so I'm from… a small city about halfway between Dayton and Cincinnati in southwest Ohio.

[Claire Stanley, ACB] 
And everybody, we found out that Grace and Brian went to Rival undergrads, so… well, we'll try to keep it peaceful here in the office, but… Just so you know, there's a little rivalry there.

[Brian Kempfer] 
Yeah, there's a…

[Grace Hart, ACB] 
I make no promises.

[Brian Kempfer] 
Yeah, for… I'm sure everyone knows this, but just in case you've forgotten, Um, the rivalry between Bowling Green and Toledo is legendary, and it's called the Battle of I-75, because they're about a half hour apart on I-75.

[Claire Stanley, ACB] 
I love it.

[Grace Hart, ACB] 
Oh, boy. Well, if I can put aside our… our undergraduate differences, I will finish… With the question, what are you most looking forward to doing at ACB?

[Brian Kempfer] 
Um… it's hard to pick one thing, um, because there's a lot I'm really excited about, especially in the near term. I get to go to my first national convention, which I'm really looking forward to. Um, but I think… I think the main thing I'm looking forward to is getting to spend… my full-time helping people with disabilities advocate for their rights and make sure that they're respected. Um, it's something I was able to do at my old job, but it wasn't… something I was able to do with 100% of my time, and now… now that I'm here, I'm able to do that, and I'm really looking forward to doing that.

[Claire Stanley, ACB] 
I love it.

[Brian Kempfer] 
And working with you all to do it.

[Claire Stanley, ACB]
We didn't pay him to say that part.

[Kolby Garrison, ACB] 
No, we did not! I'm gonna ask a question that just kind of… has popped into my mind as you were talking, Brian, um, and, you know, you're part of the Four Musketeers. Claire, I think that name's gonna probably stick.

[Brian Kempfer] 
Mm-hmm.

[Kolby Garrison, ACB] 
Unless we come up with something better. Um, but… You've talked about just kind of that advocacy and that impact. And, um, if you don't mind sharing, what are some of your favorite accessibility tools that you use that enhance, kind of, your… um, life, uh… and, and yeah, experiences.

[Brian Kempfer] 
Oh, sure. Um, so… uh… I think… I think that, um… We've covered audiobooks and Bookshare as some… as…

[Brian Kempfer] 
sources for, uh, books, but I also use, um…

[Claire Stanley, ACB]
And ACB both proudly supports Bookshare and National Library Services.

[Kolby Garrison, ACB] 
That's right!

[Brian Kempfer]
Um, as they should, because they're great… they're great resources. Um, and I… and if… and if y'all haven't checked them out, I highly recommend them.

[Claire Stanley, ACB] 
Yes.

[Brian Kempfer] 
Um, and I… I also… I use… I also use Apple products. Um, so I use VoiceOver a lot, especially for reading, like, longer web pages.

[Kolby Garrison, ACB] 
Nice.

[Brian Kempfer] 
Um, so that, uh, that functionality… is really great, and then, um, I have enough vision Uh, where I can… Uh, I can navigate visually with the assistance of a, um… A monocular, um, think binoculars, but only one. Um, that's a 10X that I can use to, like, look across the street to see if the walk sign's on or not. Now, in DC, sometimes we have, uh, audible crosswalks, but it's not a guarantee that you have them, so it's… it's… I always want to… have the option to be able to confirm it, or if they're…

[Kolby Garrison, ACB]
Right?

[Brian Kempfer] 
or if… or if there isn't one to, uh, check. Um, because I also don't trust other pedestrians, because some of the pedestrians here Uh, don't treat traffic signals as seriously as they should, because, um… I'm not entirely sure, maybe they're very confident they won't get hit by a car, but… I… I don't… I don't want to take that particular risk. And then I also use my monocular to, um, go to, uh, plays here in the district and in Northern Virginia, so…

[Claire Stanley, ACB]
Oh, cool.

[Brian Kempfer] 
I'll watch that, and then, um… If I'm seeing plays or musicals with, uh, friends of mine, um, Washington, D.C. has a service called the Washington Ear that will come and… give audio description for plays and musicals.

[Kolby Garrison, ACB]
That's so cool!

[Brian Kempfer] 
Uh, if you… if you give them enough notice. So that's…That's really, really a great resource, and I'm excited to be in a place where that's an option.

[Kolby Garrison, ACB] 
I love that, and I think your comment about pedestrians, I think that goes for pedestrians anywhere. Not just… not just DC.

[Claire Stanley, ACB]
Yeah.

[Brian Kempfer]
Yeah.

[Claire Stanley, ACB]
My… my orientation and mobility specialist back in high school in California said, never cross the street just because a sighted person starts crossing the street.

[Kolby Garrison, ACB]
is stressing it, too? Yup.

[Claire Stanley, ACB]
I used nothing.

[Brian Kempfer]
Rules to live by, definitely.

[Claire Stanley, ACB]
Yeah. This has been so fun. Is there anything else that you want to share with us before we finish up, Brian?

[Brian Kempfer]
I think we covered it.

[Claire Stanley, ACB]
Awesome. Well,

[Kolby Garrison, ACB]
I have one more question that popped into my head. Sorry, Claire. Uh, just because I… I don't know the answer, so now I'm curious. Uh, do you use a cane, or do you have a guide dog, or do you just… Is that, uh, not some, you know, not something that you use

[Brian Kempfer]
So, I have a cane, um, to the extent I use it, it's usually as a signal cane. Um, but I'll say, um… Because I have to have a hand free to use my monocular, Um, and sometimes a hand-free to hold whatever I'm carrying or something.

[Kolby Garrison, ACB]
Right. Yeah.

[Brian Kempfer]
I tend to prefer… because I have enough vision that I can usually see where there's steps and stuff, so… I'll usually just use my monocular and not my cane.

[Kolby Garrison, ACB]
Okay.

[Brian Kempfer]
But I do have one, just in case.

[Kolby Garrison, ACB]
Just, yeah.

[Claire Stanley, ACB]
Awesome. Well, I think I can speak for everybody, Brian, when we say we're really excited to have you on staff, and I know our members. Um, who will hear this before convention, will be so excited to meet you. For those of, uh, you who are attending our annual convention in person. Brian will be there, so come and say hi, don't overwhelm him, don't scare him, but I know he'll be excited to meet you all, so…

[Brian Kempfer]
I'm definitely looking forward to meeting folks.

[Kolby Garrison, ACB]
He's… Yes!

[Claire Stanley, ACB]
Awesome. Uh, well, thanks again to my three others who make up the Four Musketeers. Um, if anybody has any suggestions on names, let us know, or perhaps we'll stay the Four Musketeers. Um, but Kolby, Grace, and Brian, thank you so much. And Brian, we always like to end our podcast by telling everybody to keep advocating.

[Grace Hart, ACB]
Keep advocating.

[Kolby Garrison, ACB]
Keep advocating!

[Brian Kempfer]
Keep advocating.
